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Compliance with Disciplinary and Legal
Regulations

By Dr Angela Elvery, Centre for Policy Futures

As a researcher, you are expected to abide by the Australian Code for the Responsible
Conduct of Research. [1] Among other responsibilities set out in the Code, researchers
are expected to “comply with relevant legislation, policies and guidelines”. Alongside
the Code, universities have policies to ensure the responsible conduct of research.
Further, academic disciplines often have different considerations that must be
acknowledged, such as methodological approaches, perspectives, ethical codes [2]
and evaluation practices. [3]

Why is it relevant?

Ethical and regulatory compliance is integral to good research and practice. Research
integrity enables confidence in data collection, outputs and recommendations, [4]
alongside the fair and dignified treatment of research subjects. [5] Complying with
discipline-specific and legal requirements also minimises the risks of physical or
mental harm to research subjects and the research team, as well as managing potential
risks to associated organisations’ reputations. [6]

Practical Steps
Key concepts to understand:
e Research integrity: conduct research honestly, ethically and rigorously. [1]

 Responsible data management: retain accurate, clear, secure and complete
records of all data and materials used in research. [1]

¢ Authorship and publication practices: appropriately credit those who have
made significant contributions to research and associated outputs. [7]

e Supervision and mentoring: supervisors have responsibilities towards those
under their guidance, particularly to provide support, work cooperatively and
ensure that all relevant training is completed. [8]

e Research misconduct accusations: if you are accused of breaching the Code,
the investigating institution must abide by the principles laid out in Section 3 [9],
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allowing the accused to be heard, decisions to be made based on evidence and
without bias.

Guidelines to consult:

e Research ethics for human and animal research: your research must go
through an ethics review process aligned with the subject and methods; different
standards are required for ethics exemptions, human and animal research (see
the “Research Ethics” factsheet).

« Laboratory regulations regarding biosafety and chemical / radiation
material: check the regulations of the laboratories you will be working in to
ensure that you comply and understand what safety precautions must be taken
(see the “Health and Safety” factsheet).

¢ Indigenous Research Governance: research involving Indigenous participants
or knowledge requires consideration and understanding to ensure culturally
appropriate methods and actions (see the factsheets on “Co-design with
Indigenous Communities” and “Engage with Indigenous Communities”).

e Funding and Grant Compliance: funding and grants often come with specific
guidelines as to how research must be conducted and managed, and how funds
can be spent. [10]

o Disciplinary and Professional standards: You must consider and comply with
standards relevant to your discipline and profession such as methodological
approaches, laboratory protocols, authorship conventions, and peer-review
ethics.
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